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Abstract



This paper is an attempt to address a number of conceptual and methodological issues raised by the various definitions, estimations and data sources regarding the disabled persons in Greece. In spite the fact that the exact number of people with disabilities in Greece is still unknown, no serious attempts have been made to harmonise the available statistical data to ensure proper and systematic comparability. With the aim to improve this situation and in accordance with the initiative taken by Eurostat (1993), we propose the design of an integrated research project which would also constitute an instrument for evaluating and monitoring the relevant policies aiming at combating social exclusion of people with disabilities. 



Περίληψη



Στην εργασία αυτή, μετά την περιγραφή των διαθέσιμων στατιστικών στοιχείων για τα Άτομα με Ειδικές Ανάγκες (ΑΜΕΑ) στη χώρα μας, αναλύονται τα στοιχεία της Γενι�κής Απογραφής Πληθυσμού και Κατοικιών της ΕΣΥΕ του έτους 1991. Όπως προκύ�πτει, ο συνολικός αριθμός Α.Μ.Ε.Α στην Ελλάδα ανέρχεται στις 267.003 άτομα, εκ των οποίων τα 232.571 κατεγράφησαν ως μέλη νοικοκυριών και τα 34.432 ως δια�βιούντες σε συλλογικές κατοικίες κατά τη χρονική στιγμή της διεξαγωγής της απογρα�φής.

	Όσον αφορά το νοσολογικό φάσμα των ΑΜΕΑ που διαβιούν σε νοικοκυριά διαπι�στώνεται ότι 42% είναι χρόνια πάσχοντες (28,31% καρδιοπαθείς, 1,89% καρκινοπα�θείς, 2,32% νεφροπαθείς, 1,98% ρευματοπαθείς, 0,93% αρτηριοσκληρωτικοί και 6,49% πάσχουν από εγκεφαλοπάθεια). Οι υπόλοιποι είναι κινητικά ανάπηροι (13,2%) ή πάσχουν από αναπηρία των αισθητήριων οργάνων (7,6%), πνευματική αναπηρία (6%) ή από άλλη πάθηση ή αναπηρία (ακατάτακτο υπόλοιπο: 29,4%). Σημειώνεται ότι το νοσολογικό φάσμα των ανδρών ΑΜΕΑ διαφοροποιείται ελάχιστα από το αντίστοιχο των γυναικών. Οι άνδρες εμφανίζουν ελαφρώς μικρότερα ποσοστά χρόνιων παθήσεων απ’ ότι οι γυναίκες (40,9% σε σχέση με 43,2%) και αντίστοιχα ελαφρώς μεγαλύτερα ποσοστά αναπηρίας απ’ ότι οι γυναίκες.

	Επίσης διαπιστώνεται ότι οι νεότερες ηλικίες εμφανίζουν σε μεγαλύτερο βαθμό προβλήματα υγείας συναφή με την αναπηρία σε σχέση με τα Α.Μ.Ε.Α μεγαλύτερης ηλικίας (βλ. πίνακα 2). Είναι προφανές ότι σ’ αυτή την περίπτωση ο προσανατολισμός των προγραμμάτων κοινωνικής πολιτικής και ειδικότερα ο σχεδιασμός κοινωνικών υποδομών για την κάλυψη των αναγκών και τη στήριξη των Α.Μ.Ε.Α πρέπει να λαμ�βάνει υπόψη την προαναφερθείσα διαφοροποιημένη διάρθρωση του νοσολογικού φά�σματος των Α.Μ.Ε.Α. κατά ομάδες ηλικιών.

	Ένα άλλο χαρακτηριστικό στοιχείο που προκύπτει είναι ότι, τόσο στην περίπτωση των Α.Μ.Ε.Α που διαβιούν σε νοικοκυριά, όσο και σε εκείνη των Α.Μ.Ε.Α που δια�βιούν σε συλλογικές κατοικίες, η ηλικία των χρονίως πασχόντων είναι μεγαλύτερη από την ηλικία των αναπήρων των αντιστοίχων κατηγοριών. Όπως δείχνει η περαιτέρω ανάλυση των εν λόγω στοιχείων κατά φύλο, οι γυναίκες με ειδικές ανάγκες είναι μεγα�λύτερης ηλικίας απ’ ότι οι άνδρες με ειδικές ανάγκες, είτε αυτοί διαβιούν σε νοικοκυ�ριά είτε σε συλλογικές κατοικίες, τόσο στην περίπτωση των χρονίως πασχόντων όσο και σε εκείνη των αναπήρων (βλ. πίνακα 6).

	Ένα άλλο στοιχείο που πρέπει να λαμβάνεται υπόψη κατά την ex-ante αξιολόγηση των μέτρων κοινωνικής πολιτικής είναι η γεωγραφική - χωροταξική κατανομή των ομάδων στόχων. Το στοιχείο αυτό είναι ιδιαίτερα σημαντικό στην περίπτωση σχεδια�σμού μέτρων ανάπτυξης και βελτίωσης κοινωνικών υποδομών λόγω της διαπιστωμέ�νης άνισης γεωγραφικής κατανομής της εν γένει προσφοράς κοινωνικών υπηρεσιών στην Ελλάδα. Εξάλλου, ένα μεγάλο μέρος των κοινωνικοοικονομικών ανισοτήτων στην Ελλάδα οφείλεται στις διαπεριφερειακές ανισότητες και κυρίως στις ανισότητες που υπάρχουν ανάμεσα στην πόλη και το χωριό από τη μια μεριά και στην Αθήνα ή τη Θεσσαλονίκη και την υπόλοιπη χώρα από την άλλη.





I.	Introduction



People with disabilities are at considerable risk of becoming socially excluded partly because of barriers to labour market participation and partly because of inadequacies in social care services and for various other reasons. Very often persons with disabilities are confronted with extreme forms of social exclusion and marginalization, especially in situations where informal networks that provide assistance to them, in times of need are ineffective.

	It has to be noted, however, that despite of the large number of problems that people with disabilities are faced with, there appears to be no extensive national statistics or any integrated and extensive research initiatives in this area (Eurostat 1993). For in�stance, the existing statistics on the socio-economic situation of the people with dis�abilities in Greece, comes from many different sources which are not comparable, be�cause they use different data collection systems. This make comparisons very difficult, while the research outcomes are often contradictory �.

	The emergence of the phenomenon of exclusion from the labour market has dealt with by a small number of social scientists, and the existing information is partially informative and not extensive. For instance, in the collective publication of National Centre of Social Research (NCSR 1996) 

	«Dimensions of social exclusion in Greece», the only reference to people with dis�abilities was made by A. Amira and was specifically concerning the long term suffer�ers. According to this research about 3.500 households were interviewed in Athens and only 9% of them included persons with different kinds of long term diseases. 

	Relevant research initiatives are also being conducted in the framework of the European Community’s initiative «EMPLOYMENT-HORIZON». Based on a small sample of project descriptions, it appears that the projects’ target groups are divided into five categories related to mental handicap, mental illness (or psychological distur�bance), physical handicap, sensory impairment, while a number of other projects are targeted at all types of disability, i.e. multiple disability or specific chronic conditions. 

	In 1997, in the framework of the aforementioned initiative, a research project was conducted by the TEI of Athens (Soulis et al 1997). This was specifically designed to capture the attitudes toward the employment possibilities of people with disabilities and especially the mentally retarded (those people with mental deficiency of moderate severe type). The employers responded positively for the employment of people with mental deficiency. Nevertheless, the research did not come up with an estimation of the total number of this group of people with disabilities. In the same framework, another research project was conducted in 1998, concerned with the perspectives and the em�ployment possibilities of people with disabilities. The methodology adopted was simi�lar to the previous research, while the results were also more or less the same (Soulis et al 1998). 

	Implicit, in most attempts to account for the existence of poverty and social exclu�sion in Greece, is the notion that various population groups, especially the disabled, that constitute the largest of the groups facing the risk of exclusion, are discriminated against or are denied equality of treatment in employment opportunities (Karantinos et al 1992;Karantinos et al 1994; Balourdos 1991).



	This paper presented here is an attempt to address a number of conceptual and methodological issues raised by various definitions, estimations and other data for the disabled in Greece.

	More specifically the aim of this paper aims to:



Present and compare the main sources of statistical data regarding the disabled in Greece. 



Make a rough estimation of the number of people with disabilities in Greece, based on the different existing data sources.



Provide statistics from the latest population census in Greece, which may allow for the characteristics of people with disabilities to be described better, so that their needs are identified and policies are formulated accordingly. 



Propose a design for a relevant research project which will constitute an instrument for the purposes of evaluating and/or monitoring the relevant policies that address the social exclusion of people with disabilities.



Before passing to a more detailed examination of the characteristics of the people with disabilities, we want to comment on the various terms used. Usually the term «physically and mentally disabled persons» is used alternatively, in order to facilitate cross country comparisons (Karantinos et al. 1992; Eurostat 1993; Karantinos et al 1994; Eurostat 1993). Nevertheless, according to the new legislation in Greece neither the term disabled nor the term handicapped is used. The term «individuals with special needs» is now used because it is believed that this label is less discriminatory than the previous labels.





IΙ.	Sources of available statistical data and estimation of the number of people with disabilities in Greece 



In Greece, there is scant statistical information regarding the prevalence and the char�acteristics of people with disabilities. The available sources are not homogeneous with respect to definitions and to data collection methods which makes the comparisons dif�ficult somewhat unreliable. Moreover, as no attempt has been made to improve the available sources and the data collection methods, information on the profile, the total number of disable people and the type of disability, is not always reliable (Balourdos 1995; Balourdos 1997). As a result the design of the social policy programs becomes difficult and not as effective. This is reflected in the fact that the various programmes are not rationally distributed among the different target groups of people with disabili�ties (K.E.P.E. 1990; K.E.P.E. 1989; Kremalis et al 1990; Yfantopoulos 1995).

	Despite not knowing the prevalence and the characteristics of the people with dis�abilities in Greece, rough estimates can be made based on the approach recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO). According to this method, the people with disabilities account for 10% of the productive total population of the country (K.E.P.E. 1994; Karantinos et al 1992). In reality the estimated number differs significantly from country to country, partly because of the different definitions used and partly because of the different methodological framework applications (Eurostat 1993).

	Of course, besides the approach by rough estimation, other relevant information can be provided by examining analytically the various sources of statistical data that exist already. By doing so we also present, when it is possible, the estimated total number of the people with disabilities in Greece. 

More specifically, in Greece the statistical data for people with disabilities come from the following�:



The systematic special census of the people with disabilities in 1991, conducted by ELEPAP, which is a Non Governmental Organization (N.G.O.), under the authority of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. According to these data, people with disabilities consist only the 1.3% of the total Greek population.



The National population and housing census, conducted by the National Statistical Service in Greece (NSSG). According to data, the population of persons with dis�abilities in Greece in 1991, account for about 3% of the total Greek population.



The data published by the European Community’s Statistical Service EUROSTAT (1991), under the title: «PERSONNES HANDICAPEΕS: DONEE STATISTI-QUES: Volume I: D, GR, F, L, NL, P» (Greece’s statistical data information is pro�vided by the NSSG).



The data from EUROSTAT (1995), published under the title: «DISABLED PER-SONS STATISTICAL DATA, second edition» (Greece’s statistical data informa�tion is provided by the NSSG).



The statistical data from the special census, conducted by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare at the province of Achaia - Patra in 1986. The results of this special census indicated that 17% of the total population of the province were dis�abled.



The statistical data from the special census, conducted under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare for the province of Dodecanesos in 1994. According to this census, 12% of the total population of the county were people with disabilities.



Data from the Social Security Fund (I.K.A.), which cover only the types of disabi�lity recognised by the Commission for Primary Health Care, and submitted to the I.K.A. and other funds during the year (i.e., disabilities of at least 50% resulting from a common disease or a mental illness, from an occupational disease, a work accident, or an accident outside work).



Annual data on the number of persons who become disabled as a result of occupa�tional accidents or diseases related to their occupation, and receive an invalidity pension, granted by the social security system of OGA.



Annual data on the number of the disabled persons registered or re-registered on the unemployment register held by the Manpower Employment Organization (OAED). In 1992 there were 1.805 new registrations and 587 re-registrations in the OAED. 



From the above presentation we may notice the significant differences among the vari�ous data collection methods they used and on the estimated number of people with dis�abilities in Greece. These differences are so extreme that make reliability analysis im�possible unless correction attempts are made.

	Since the data sources are not homogenous, in respect to definitions of disability and data collection methods, the analysis that follows is solely based on the NSSG cen�sus data� and should be considered as an analysis based on significant differences in percentages and not on the absolute numbers. 





III. Characteristics of the disabled population in Greece: Statistical data of the latest population census (1991) 



In Greece, as it has already been mentioned, the main source of statistical data on peo�ple with disabilities is the National population and housing census. Although this source provides an estimate not only of the total number, but also estimates character�istics and the disease categories of the disabled, the data collection method that was used is not appropriate according to conventional international standards. In addition, experienced personnel was not used, neither were some special training courses pro�vided for the census takers (see, Guidelines regarding the completion of the population - household census, NSSG 1991). During the regular procedure of listing and registra�tion, the head of the household or another family member, gave information about all the members of the household including the disabled persons for whom a special inter�view - schedule was completed by the census taker. The procedure of self assessment of the health profile or the health status was also carried out at the collective house�holds.

	Having these short comments in mind, we present some basic characteristics of the disabled persons in Greece, although the data are still provisional and not published by the NSSG.

	In 1991, the total number of people with disabilities living in regular households in Greece amounted to 232.571 persons, while those living in collective households were about 34.432 persons. Thus in total 267.003 persons were disabled, or 3% of the total Greek population. 

	More specifically, the breakdown of people with disabilities living in regular, non collective households, by type of disability, shows that 42% of them are long-term suf�ferers and mainly have problems of heart disease (28.31%), cancer (1.89%), kidney disease (2.32%), rheumatic diseases (1.98%), arteriosclerosis (0.93%) and engephalo�pathis (6.49%) (Table 2). 

	The other types of disability are: physical disabilities 13.2%, sensory disabilities 7.6% and mental disabilities 6%. Other non-classified disabilities or diseases amount to 29.4%. This percentage appears excessively high and it may be attributed to methodo�logical problems of classification. 

	The breakdown by sex (Table 2), shows that more women than men suffer from long-term disabilities (43.2% women versus 40.9% men) but men have relatively higher rates of physical disability (14.2%) than women (12.1%).

	An important note (from the same Table 2), is that men and women indicate insig�nificant differences in the distribution of heart disease (28%), kidney disease (about 2.2%), mental disease (29%), sensory disease (near 7.5%) and brain disease (nearly 6%).

	By breaking down the total disabled population by age groups it is noticed (Table 3) that the disabled persons in the age group 51 years old and over present high per�centages of long term diseases (48.2%) and low percentages of mental (2.3%) and sen�sory diseases (7.4%). In contrast, the disabled persons whose age is between 11 and 25 years show the lowest rates of long term diseases (11.6%) and the highest rate of men�tal diseases (28.6%). At the same time the age cohort of 11 to 25 years old present high percentages of physical disability (15%) and sensory disability (9.4%).

	By breaking down the disabled persons population by sex and age the analysis be�comes more complicated, and we notice that the trends are similar to those observed for the total disable population and for both sexes, i.e., those at age 51 years old and over present high percentages of long- term diseases and low percentages of mental and sensory diseases, while the younger persons show high rates of mental diseases (Table 3).

	Next we present statistics on the number of people with disabilities and the break�down by age, long-term disease and kind of invalidity (Table 4). As it is observed, the percentages of long-term disabled persons are higher at age 51 years old and over (more than 75% in all cases). In the case of heart disease and arteriosclerosis the per�centages approach 91.4% and 89.7%. The lowest percentages are observed at the lower age groups and more specifically at the age group 0 to10 years old. 

	In the case of the handicapped persons the trends are similar. In the case of age group of 51 years old and over, the percentages of all diseases are higher than 72%, except for the kidney diseases where the percentage is 30.2%. On the other hand, those who are 0 to10 years of age have a percentage rate lower than 2% in all categories of disease.

	The trends on the disabled persons living in collective households, by age group and type of disease are very similar to those observed for the disabled living in non- collective households (Table 5).

	Breaking down the disabled population in two broad categories: long-term or chronic diseases and other disabilities, and controlling by age, sex and type of living arrangement (collective or non-collective households) we observe that for both sexes the persons with chronic diseases and the persons with other disabilities are highly concentrated in the age group 51 years old and over. In the case of chronic diseases, the percentages fluctuated between 64% and 90.4%, and in the case of the other dis�abilities the percentages are at the interval of 55% and 75%. In contrast, the age group of 0 to10 years old are found to be significantly lower, ranging between 0.5% and 2.5%.

	In summary, an upward trend in percentages is presented, across the age categories for both sexes, for long term and for the persons with other disabilities and for the two categories of households (collective, non- collective). This trend is very characteristic and consistent with the analysis by region and province, for all regions and all prov�inces (Table 8, Table 9), and allows us to reach the conclusion that old age and dis�ability are highly correlated.

	Specifically, looking at the percentage distribution of the disabled persons living in non-collective households, we notice that more than 32% of the total population lives in the Greater Athens Area, and another 18.6% lives in Central Macedonia (Table 8). The distribution in the other geographical regions varies between 2.25% (Ionian Is�lands) and 7% (East Macedonia and Thrace). 

	Of course this result was expected and coincides with the distribution of the popu�lation in Greater Athens Area, Central Macedonia and other geographical regions. Thus, a similar trend is presented for the population of the disabled persons.

	This is not the case for the people with special needs living in collective households where we observe a higher concentration in the Greater Athens Area (50%).

	We also noticed that in every region the trend in percentage distribution of the peo�ple with disabilities is increased across the age categories and is not differentiated sig�nificantly among those who live in collective and those who live in non-collective households. That is, in these breakdown categories the trends are similar to the trends noticed for the whole country. 





IV. Policy implementation



According to the EC Observatory on national policies to combat social exclusion, so�cial services in Greece are organised more with respect to target groups than with re�spect to other criteria. The General Secretariat of Welfare is comprised of a department organised according to three policy target groups: the young and their families, the eld�erly and the disabled persons or the handicapped (Karantinos et al 1992).

	With respect to the disabled persons, new legislation was introduced in the 1980’s concerning their rights to employment and vocational training as well as other pro�grams targeting specific groups. The policy proposed was not based only on monetary measures, such as income supplements (i.e. passive measures) but involved active measures such as vocational training programs. Although these changes represented some progress in the design of policy making, implementation of that policy was not always successful and effective.

	As it is stated «one of the major deficiencies of the present system of services offered to disabled persons in Greece is the lack of any sound knowledge of how many they are, who they are, how they cope with their disabilities and what services make use» (Karantinos et al 1992, p. 63).

	From the previous analysis based on the population census data, we believe that the orientation of social policy programs for the disabled should be designed and directed by taking into consideration the significant differences noticed with regard to age. More specifically, we believe that for the younger groups of the disabled persons actions has to be planned, aimed to confront their exclusion from the labour market. Special accommodation and complementary measures must also be provided to other family members so that the risk of social exclusion of the whole family is diminished. Since the disease categories by sex do not differ significantly, the actions and the measures taken may be applied to both sexes (see, Table 3).

	We also believe that the orientation of social policy programmes, especially pro�grammes concerning the social substructure for the disabled, should be designed and directed by taking under consideration the significant differences by age groups, sex, kind of disease, geographical region and province.

	For instance, from the distribution of the disabled persons by province, we noticed that most of them live in the Greater Athens Area (G.A.A.) and Salonika while in the other provinces the distribution is close to normal without any extreme differences. From this observation, we may hypothesise that this may be a result of the non-exis�tence substructures in those areas, or that this situation has changed. 

	In the case of the disabled persons living in collective households, we also detected high concentration in the Greater Athens Area (almost 50%, see Table 7). We believe that this result partly occurs because of the high concentration of the close care units and partly because of the high concentration of the provided social welfare services in G. A. A. Thus, social policy actions must be orientated toward a decentralisation of both the provided services and the close care units. 





V.	Further research proposal



Despite differences in data sources, we would agree with Eurostat (1995, see general introduction by S. Grammenos, p. x) that further research needs to be conducted to promote the following:

Statistical collection methods to be refined and data content improved, leading to a better statistical tool.



The characteristics of the disabled population to be better known so that the needs of people with disabilities can be better diagnosed and policies in their favor are better formulated.



An instrument for evaluating and monitoring these policies to be designed.



Interested parties to be better informed and more aware of the problems that dis�abled persons face.



Even though we still do not know the number of the disabled persons in Greece, there are no attempts in this field to calculate the relevant statistics. With a view to improv�ing this situation, and in accordance with the initiative taken by Eurostat (1993), we propose the design of an integrated research project which will constitute an instrument for evaluating and monitoring the relevant policies for confronting the social exclusion of disabled people. 



	More specifically, this research project would in particular:

Registrate all sources of primary data of the disabled in Greece.

Analyse, evaluate, and refine the existing statistical collection methods used to as�sess issues associated with the disabled.

Create homogenous data bases, compatible with available statistical packages, such as the SPSS, after the application of data quality control.

Provide reliable estimations on the prevalence and characteristics of disabled per�sons in Greece.

Registrate and evaluate the social services provided to the disabled by the public agencies, governmental and non governmental organisations.

Describe and evaluate the existing institutional framework for the disabled persons and make revision proposals in the favour of the disabled that are facing the risk of social exclusion.

Determine the causal factors of social exclusion of disabled persons.

Propose a wide spectrum of «active» services, such as vocational training pro�grammes and measures for the promotion of employment, that are usually offered by OAED and other relevant organisations.

Make a master plan for the development and establishment of an integrated infor�mational system for the disabled persons in Greece.

Make a feasibility study for the establishment of an observatory on social policy to confront social exclusion of the disabled persons in Greece.



Finally, we need to mention that the above referent research project can be seen as an integrated action framework which can confront a large amount of the problems faced by the disabled persons, and especially the problems that are correlated with social ex�clusion.





STATISTICAL ANNEX



�������TABLE 1. Available statistical data of disabled persons in Greece.���SOURCE �Population and household census of the N.S.S.G.��DEFINITION�Persons with a physical or mental disability��YEAR�1991��ΜETHOD�The National 10-year census conducted by the N.S.S.G. ��PUBLICATION�-��COMMENTARY�The National census produces an estimate of the percentage of the disabled population which is higher than that obtained by the special census conducted by ELEPAP (A Greek Non Governmental Organization) ����SOURCE �Special census of disabled persons conducted by ELEPAP��DEFINITION�Persons with a physical or mental disability��YEAR�1991 ��METHOD�Special census on national level��PUBLICATION�-��COMMENTARY�Row data is not yet available����SOURCE �Census of disabled persons at the county of Achaia ��DEFINITION�Persons with a physical or mental disability��YEAR�1986��METHOD�Special census at county level��PUBLICATION�-��COMMENTARY�The available row data is under the authority of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. �����SOURCE �Sample survey of disabled persons at the county of Dodecanesos��DEFINITION� Persons with a physical or mental disability��YEAR�1994��METHOD�Sample survey��PUBLICATION�-��COMMENTARY�The available row data is under the authority of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare����SOURCE �Labour force sample survey conducted by the N.S.S.G.��DEFINITION� Persons incapable of working, aged 14 and over��YEAR�1990��ΜETHOD�Annual sample survey��PUBLICATION�-��COMMENTARY�Not published, secondary data���

�������TABLE 1. (cont.) Available statistical data of disabled persons in Greece.���SOURCE �Social Security Fund (Ι.Κ.Α.)��DEFINITION�In general, insured persons with a disability of at least 50% following a common disease (including psychiatric disease) an occupation disease or an accident outside work. The person must satisfy the condition relating to duration of activity. The pension is granted six months after the disablement occurs. For insured persons of more than 55 years, the minimum disablement is 33.3% (Eurostat 1994).��YEAR�Annual data��METHOD�Registration of the persons receiving invalidity pensions granted by the Social Security Fund.��PUBLICATION�Account of the Social Security Fund (Apologismos Idrimatos Kinonikon Asfaliseon 1987)��COMMENTARY� The recent IKA data were transmitted by the statistical department of that organisation.�����SOURCE �Agricultural scheme social security fund (OGA)��DEFINITION�In general, insured persons with a disability of at least 67% following a common disease (including psychiatric disease) an occupation disease or an accident outside work.��YEAR�Annual data��METHOD�Registration of the insured persons who satisfy the definition conditions ��PUBLICATION�Quarterly statistical report of OGA.��COMMENTARY�Primary and secondary data is under the authority of OGA.�����SOURCE �Ministry of Health and Social Welfare��DEFINITION�All persons receiving the invalidity allowance��YEAR�1988-1992��METHOD�The allowance is granted to non-insured disabled persons. In special cases a supplement is paid to disabled persons with insufficient resources��PUBLICATION�N. Vrionis 1989: Internal report of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare ��COMMENTARY�The number of insured persons is low and comprises mainly persons with a visual impairment.����SOURCE � Ministry for the Economy��DEFINITION� Military invalids from the wars of 1912-1922 and 1940-1949 and civilian victims and members of the National Resistance of the 1940-1949 wars receiving the military invalidity pension��YEAR�Annual data��METHOD�Registration of the military invalids according to the definition��PUBLICATION�Statistical Year Book of Greece 1989, N.S.S.G. ��COMMENTARY� -����SOURCE �Ministry of Health and Social Welfare ��DEFINITION�Pupils with special educational needs��YEAR�1988��

�

�������TABLE 1. (cont.) Available statistical data of disabled persons in Greece.���METHOD�Estimates on the number of children with special needs ��PUBLICATION�N. Vrionis 1989: Internal report of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare ��COMMENTARY� The definitions used are rather subjective����SOURCE �Ministry of National Education and Religion��DEFINITION�Children with mental, physical or sensory impairments or learning difficulties which make it difficult for them to follow a normal education��YEAR�Annual data��METHOD� Number of pupils declared every school year by the special public and private schools. These schools comprise nurseries, primary schools, general secondary schools, technical and schools and those with special programmes.��PUBLICATION�Statistical Year Book of Greece 1989.

Eurostat (REV-TABA) 1993 (unpublished data).

Deltion Pliroforikis Idikis Agogis, Ministry of National Education and Religion, Department of special education 1992.��COMMENTARY�According to Eurostat (1995), from the 161,471 beneficiaries in 1992 included 26,497 persons with temporary disability. 

Data available only at the Ministry of National Education and Religion�����SOURCE �Manpower Employment Organization (O.A.E.D.)��DEFINITION�Persons with special needs registered as unemployed with the Manpower Employment Organization.��YEAR�Annual data��METHOD�Persons with special needs registered on the unemployment register of the Manpower Employment Organization ��PUBLICATION�ΚΕΠΕ ,1994, "Evaluation of the implemented by the Employment Organization, programmes of vocational training and employment for people with special needs", Athens . ��COMMENTARY�The statistical data is available by the Manpower Employment Organization�����DEFINITION�Persons with physical or mental disability��YEAR� 1991��METHOD�Data from the population and building census, conducted by the N.S.S.G.��PUBLICATION�EUROSTAT(1991): "PERSONNES HANDICAPEΕS: DONEE STATISTIQUES: Volume I: D, GR, F, L, NL, P" ��COMMENTARY�Available secondary data for all the countries of the European Community.�����SOURCE � EUROSTAT��DEFINITION� Persons with disability or long term disease��YEAR� 1994��METHOD�Data from the population and building census, conducted by the N.S.S.G.���

�������TABLE 1. (cont.) Available statistical data of disabled persons in Greece.���PUBLICATION�EUROSTAT (1995): "DISABLED PERSONS STATISTICAL DATA, second edition". ��COMMENTARY� Available secondary data for all the countries of the European Community��Source: Eurostat 1995. T.E.I.-Athens 1996. Statistical Year Book of Greece 1989. ��





TABLES FROM THE LATEST POPULATION CENSUS, 
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(Unpublished data)





TABLE 2: Distribution of disabled persons by type of disability and sex (%).

��DISEASE�TOTAL

(%)�MEN

(%)�WOMEN 

(%)��Heart

Cancer

Kidney

Rheumatic

Arteriosclerosis 

Brain

Physical

Sensory

Mental

Other 



Not declared�28.31

  1.89

  2.32

  1.98

  0.93

  6.49

           13.2

 7.6

             6

           29.4



 1.8�28.38

  1.57

   2.24

  1.14

  0.69

  6.88

         14.2

 7.7

 6.4

29.1



 1.7�28.23

  2.25

  2.43

  2.97

  1.22

  6.04

          12.1

7.5

5.5

          29.7



 1.9��Total (percent, %)�          100.00�       100.00�         100.00��Total number (N)�232,194�125,373�106,821���

�TABLE 3: Distribution of disabled by type of disability and age group (%).

��AGE GROUP��SEX�DISABILITY CATEGORIES�0 - 10

(%)�11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51& over (%)�TOTAL

(%)��MEN�Long term diseases

Physical disability

Sensory disability

Mental disability

Other disease or disability

Not declared�19.6

14.2

10.8

17.9



35.8

  1.7�11.2

16.0

  9.3

28.0



33.8

  1.8�24.2

16.2

 7.4

14.8



35.7

  1.7�47.9

13.5

 7.6

 2.4



27.0

  1.7�40.9

14.2

 7.7

 6.4



29.1

  1.7���      Total          (%)

                        (N)�  100.00

1,563� 100.00

7,067�   100.00

 24,103�   100.00

92,640�  100.00

125,373��WOMEN�Long term diseases

Physical disability

Sensory disability

Mental disability

Other disease or disability

Not declared�18.1

14.8

11.7

16.3



36.9

 2.2�12.2

13.6

  9.7

29.7



32.9

  1.9�24.2

13.5

  8.1

15.5



36.9

  1.9�48.5

11.8

 7.2

  2.3



28.2

  1.9�43.2

12.1

 7.5

 5.5



29.7

  1.9���      Total        (%)

                      (N)�  100.00

1,202�  100.00

4,511�   100.00

15,155�   100.00

85,953�  100.00

106,821��TOTAL�Long term disease

Physical disability

Sensory disability

Mental disability

Other disease or disability

Not declared�19.0

14.5

11.2

17.2

36.2

 

 1.9�11.6

15.0

 9.4

28.6

33.4

 

  1.9�24.2

15.1

  7.7

15.1

36.1

 

  1.7�48.2

12.7

  7.4

  2.3

27.6

 

  1.8�42.0

13.2

  7.6

  6.0

29.4



  1.8���      Total        (%)

                      (N)�  100.00

2,765�  100.00

 11,578�   100.00

39,258�   100.00

178,593�  100.00

232,194�� ��

�

�TABLE 4: Distribution of disabled persons by age group and type of 

                  disability (%).��AGE GROUP���DISABILITY

CATEGORIES�0 - 10

(%)�11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��Α.  LONG

     TERM

     DISEASES�Heart

Cancer

Kidney

Rheumatic

Arteriosclerosis

Brain�0.3

1.1

1.1

0.3

0.2

1.5�0.6

1.8

3.2

1.0

1.1

4.3�  7.7

16.2

20.6

10.4

  9.0

12.8�91.4

80.8

75.1

88.3

89.7

81.4�100

100

100

100

100

100�65,749

4,389

5,410

4,618

2,174

15,088���Total Α:�0.5�1.4�  9.8�88.3�100�97,428��Β. INVALIDITIES

 �Physical

Sensory

Mental

Other 

Not declared�1.3

1.8

3.4

1.5

1.3�5.7

6.2

   23.8

5.7

5.2�19.3

17.1

42.6

20.8

16.5�73.7

75.0

30.2

72.1

77.0�100

100

100

100

100�30,744

17,660

13,913

68,293

4,156���Total Β:�1.7�7.6�22.1�68.7�100�134,766�� ��



TABLE 5: Distribution of disabled living in collective households by 

                  age group and type of disability (%).��AGE GROUP���DISABILITY

CATEGORIES�0 - 10

(%)�11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��Α.  LONG TERM DISEASES

 �Heart

Cancer

Kidney

Rheumatic

Arteriosclerosis

Brain

Other�0.4

0.6

1.4

0.1

0.1

2.6

1.8�  3.0

  2.4

  5.3

  1.6

6

10.0

  9.3�  7.6

14.2

14.7

  7.3

  2.1

14.1

27.7�88.9

82.8

78.6

91.0

97.2

73.4

61.2�100

100

100

100

100

100

100�5,018

1,570

804

1,642

2,261

3,485

16,921

���Total Α:�1.4�  6.9�19.1�72.6�100�31,701��Β. INVALIDITIES�Physical disability

Sensory disability

Mental disability

Other disability



Not declared�1.8

3.1

1.9

3.1



1.5�  6.7

18.1

13.6

  7.5



  7.2

�10.4

10.2

32.5

14.2



24.8�81.1

68.6

52.0

75.2



66.5�100

100

100

100



100�4,761

1,556

6,407

257



3,393���Total Β:�1.9�10.6�22.1�65.4�100�16,371�� ��

TABLE 6: Distribution of the disabled by age group, sex, type of 

                  disability and living in (1) non collective and (2) collective 

                  households (%).��AGE GROUPS��

�0 - 10

(%)�11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51+

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��1. LIVING IN NON COLLECTIVE

 (REGULAR) HOUSEHOLDS

1.Α. Long term diseases

Men

Women



Total 1.Α�





0.6

0.5



0.5�



 

1.5

1.2



1.4�





11.4

 8.0

 

 9.8�





86.5

90.4



88.3�





100

100



100�





51,313

46,115



97,428��1.Β. Invalidities

Men 

Women



Total 1.Β�

1.7

1.6



1.7� 

 8.5

 6.5



 7.6�

24.7

18.9



22.1�

65.2

72.9



68.7�

100

100



100�

74,060

60,706



134,766��2. LIVING IN COLLECTIVE

   HOUSEHOLDS



2.Α. Long term diseases

Men 

Women



Total 2.Α�





1.7

1.1



1.4�



 

 9.8

 4.2



 6.9�





24.6

14.1



19.1�





63.9

80.7



72.6�





100

100



100�





15,282

16,419



31,701��2.Β. Invalidities

Men

Women



Total 2.Β�

2.4

1.5



1.9�

13.7

  7.7



10.6�

28.9

15.6



22.1�

55.0

75.1



65.4�

100

100



100�

7,903

8,468



16,371�� ��

�

TABLE 7: Distribution of disabled persons living in regular and 

                  collective households by geographical region 

        (percentage and absolute numbers).��

GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�Living in regular- non collective households� Living in collective households �

Total���(Ν)�(%)�(Ν)�(%)�(Ν)�(%)��EAST MACEDONIA AND

          ΤHRACE

CENTRAL MACEDONIA

WEST MACEDONIA

EPIRUS 

THESSALY

IONIAN ISLANDS

WEST GREECE

CENTRAL GREECE

GREATER ATHENS

PELOPONNESOS

NORTH AEGEAN ISLANDS

SOUTH AEGEAN ISLANDS

CRETE 

�

16,088

43,227

 6,074

 6,891

15,152

 5,235

13,006

10,858

76,328

11,398

 7,049

 5,717

15,578�

  6.91

18.58

 2.61

 2.96

 6.51

 2.25

 5.59

 4.66

32.81

 4.90

 3.03

 2.45 

 6.69

�

 1,006

 6,196

    619

    395

 1,513

   372

 1,067

    619

17,194

  1,266

    704

  1,736

  1,781

  �

  2.91

17.93

  1.79

  1.14

  4.38

  1.07

  3.09

  2.00

49.77

  3.66

  2.03

  5.02

  5.15�

17,094

49,423

  6,693

  7,286

16,665

  5,607

14,073

11,549

93,522

12,664

  7,753

  7,453

17,359

 �

  6.39

18.50

  2.50

  2.72

  6.23

  2.09

  5.26

  4.32

35.01

  4.74

  2.90

  2.78

  6.49 ��COUNTRY TOTAL�232,601�100�34,540�100�267,141�100�� ���

TABLE 8: Distribution of disabled persons by age, geographical 

                  region and living in regular and non collective households (%).��AGE GROUP��GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�LIVING IN:�0 - 10

(%) �11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��EAST MACEDONIA�Regular households�1.1�  4.3�15.8�78.8�100�16,088��    AND THRACE�Collective households�0.9�24.6�13.7�60.8�100�1,066���Region Total �1.1�  5.5�15.7�77.7�100�17,156��CENTRAL MACEDONIA �

Regular households�

1.2�

  4.8�

16.1�

77.9�

100�

43,227���Collective households�3.2�  9.7�21.4�65.7�100�6,196���Region Total �1.4�  5.5�16.8�76.4�100�49,423��WEST MACEDONIA�Regular households�1.1�  4.4�17.1�77.4�100�6,074���Collective households�   8�  4.5�29.6�65.1�100�619���Region Total�1.0�  4.4�18.3�76.3�100�6,693��EPIRUS�Regular households�1.2�  4.9�19.2�74.6�100�6,891���Collective households�1.5�10.6�21.5�66.3�100�395���Region Total�1.3�  5.3�19.3�74.2�100�7,886��THESSALY�Regular households�1.1�  4.8�18.0�76.0�100�15,152���Collective households�1.7�12.4�21.1�64.8�100�1,513���Region total�1.2�  5.5�18.3�75.0�100�16,665��IONIAN ISLANDS�Regular households �1.6�  4.5�14.8�79.1�100�5,235���Collective households�0.5�  5.9�  6.5�87.1�100�372���Region total�1.5�  4.6�14.3�79.6�100�5,607��WEST GREECE�Regular households�1.5�  6.0�19.0�73.5�100�13,006���Collective households�2.1�12.7�12.7�72.5�100�1,067���Region total�1.5�  6.6�18.5�73.4�100�14,073�� CENTRAL GREECE�Regular households�1.0�  5.6�17.2�76.3�100�10,858���Collective households�0.6�  6.2�13.3�79.9�100�691���Region total�0.9�  5.6�16.9�76.5�100�11,549��GREATER ATHENS�Regular households�1.2�  5.2�17.0�76.5�100�76,328���Collective households�1.2�  5.7�18.1�75.1�100�17,194���Region total�1.2�  5.3�17.2�76.3�100�93,522��PELOPONNISOS�Regular households�1.2�  4.9�17.8�76.2�100�11,398���Collective households�0.6�  6.1�23.7�69.6�100�1,266���Region total�1.1�  5.0�18.4�75.5�100�12,664��NORTH AEGEAN ISLANDS �Regular households�0.8�  3.3�14.7�81.2�100�7,049���Collective households�0.4�23.3�14.6�61.6�100�704���Region total�0.8�  5.1�14.7�79.4�100�7,753��SOUTH AEGEAN ISLANDS�Regular households�1.5�  6.0�20.2�72.4�100�5,717���Collective households�0.5�  9.1�31.5�58.9�100�1,736���Region total�1.2�  6.7�22.8�69.2�100�7,453���

TABLE 8 (cont): Distribution of disabled persons by age, geographical 

                             region and living in regular and non collective households.��AGE GROUP��GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�LIVING IN:�0 - 10

(%) �11 - 25

(%)�26 - 50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��CRETE �Regular households�1.4�  4.8�15.5�78.3�100�15,578���Collective households

�1.7�  5.7�17.1�75.5�100�1,781���Region total�1.4�  4.9�15.7�78.0�100�17,359����



TABLE 9: Distribution of disabled by age group, geographical region 

                  and province (%).��AGE GROUPS��GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�COUNTY�0-10

(%) �11-25

(%)�26-50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��EAST MACEDONIA AND THRACE



�DRAMA

EVROS

RODOPI

XANTHI

KAVALA�1.0

0.9

1.4

2.2

0.8�4.3

5.8

7.9

9.6

3.3�13.7

15.2

18.1

21.3

14.2�81.1

78.0

72.5

66.9

81.7�100

100

100

100

100�   3,347

   4,327

   2,321

   1,903

   5,196���Region total�1.1�5.5�15.7�77.7�100� 17,094��CENTRAL MACEDONIA

 �SERRES

THESSA-LONIKI

CHALKI-DIKI

KILKIS

PELLA

IMATHIA

PIERIA�1.1

1.7



1.4



0.6

1.3

1.2

0.9�5.4

6.0



4.3



4.0

5.1

4.3

4.9�16.0

16.9



16.1



13.9

17.9

15.6

19.7�77.5

75.4



78.2



81.4

75.8

78.8

74.6�100

100



100



100

100

100

100

�   6,044

 26,841



   2,211



   2,495

   3,701

   4,433

   3,698���Region total�1.4�5.5�16.8�76.4�100� 49,423��WEST MACEDONIA�GREVENA

FLORINA

KOZANI

KASTORIA

�0.6

1.0

1.2

0.8�4.7

4.5

4.5

3.9�19.9

19.2

18.6

15.7�74.9

75.2

75.7

79.7�100

100

100

100�      688

      904

   3,855

   1,246���Region total�1.0�4.4�18.3�76.3�100�   6,693��

�

TABLE 9 (cont): Distribution of disabled by age group, geographical region 

                             and province (%).��AGE GROUPS��GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�COUNTY�0-10

(%) �11-25

(%)�26-50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��EPIRUS�ARTA

YANNINA

THESPRO-TIA

PREVEZA�0.9

1.4

1.6



1.2�4.7

5.3

5.9



5.6�18.3

18.8

20.6



21.8�76.1

74.4

71.8



71.4�100

100

100



100�  1,958

  3,499

     746



   1,083���Region total�1.3�5.3�19.3�74.2�100�   7,286��THESSALY�LARISA

MAGNISIA

TRIKALA

KARDITSA�1.4

1.0

0.7

1.6�4.9

5.0

4.9

8.5�17.3

16.1

22.0

21.0�76.3

77.9

72.3

69.0�100

100

100

100�   6,004

   5,250

   2,845

   2,566���Region total�1.2�5.5�18.3�75.0�100� 16,665��IONIAN ISLANDS�ZANTE 

CORFU

LEVKAS

CEPHALO-NIA

�3.6

1.2

0.7



0.8�5.2

4.9

4.4



3.6�14.0

14.1

16.9



13.7�77.2

79.9

78.0



82.0�100

100

100



100�   1,102

   2,743

      591



   1,171���Region total�1.5�4.6�14.3�79.6�100�   5,607��WEST GREECE�AETOLIA and ACARNA- NIA

ΑCHAIA

ILIA 

�1.4







1.7

1.3�6.2







7.0

6.2�19.6







17.9

18.2�72.8







73.4

74.4�100







100

100�   4,383







   6,385

   3,305

���Region total�1.5�6.6�18.5�73.4�100� 14,073��CENTRAL GREECE�BOEOTIA

EUBOIA 

EVRITANIA

PHTHIOTIS

PHOCIS�0.7

1.0

0.5

1.1

0.6�5.2

6.1

8.7

4.7

6.0�16.3

18.0

20.1

15.1

18.8�77.7

74.9

70.7

79.2

74.6�100

100

100

100

100�   2,546

   4,620

      389

   3,221

      773���Region total�0.9�5.6�16.9�76.5�100� 11,549 ��



�

TABLE 9 (cont): Distribution of disabled by age group, geographical region 

                             and province (%).��AGE GROUPS��GEOGRAPHICAL REGION�COUNTY�0-10

(%) �11-25

(%)�26-50

(%)�51 +

(%)�Total

(%)�Total

(N)��GREATER ATHENS





�ATHENS

EAST ATTICA

WEST ATTICA

PIRAEUS�1.1



1.5



1.3

1.2�4.2



6.9



6.0

5.1�15.1



17.5



21.3

16.5�79.6



74.2



71.4

77.3�100



100



100

100�

���Region total�1.2�5.3�17.2�76.3�100� 93,522��PELOPONNISOS



�ARGOLIS

ARKADIA

KORINTHIA

MESINIA

LAKONIA�1.3

1.0

1.5

0.9

0.9�4.1

5.1

6.6

5.1

3.7�18.2

21.9

18.1

18.7

15.0�76.4

72.0

73.8

75.3

80.4�100

100

100

100

100�   2,203

   2,377

   2,386

   3,351

   2,347���Region total�1.1�5.0�18.4�75.5�100� 12,664��NORTH AEGEAN ISLANDS�LESVOS

CHIOS

SAMOS�0.7

1.0

0.7�4.5

6.9

5.1�14.9

14.5

14.2�79.9

77.6

80.1�100

100

100�   4,626

   1,666

   1,461���Region total�0.8�5.1�14.7�79.4�100�   7,753��SOUTH AEGEAN ISLANDS�CYCLADES

DODECANESOS �0.9



1.4�4.4



8.1�16.0



26.7�78.7



63.8�100



100�   2,710



   4,743���Region total �1.2�6.7�22.8�69.2�100�   7,453��CRETE�CANEA

RETHYMNO

IRAKLION

LASITHI�1.7

1.3

1.5

0.8�5.4

3.9

4.9

4.1�16.3

14.9

15.8

14.7�76.7

79.8

77.7

80.4�100

100

100

100�   5,283

   2,081

   7,787

   2,208���Region total�1.4�4.9�15.7�78.0�100� 17,359�� ��
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�. See the different data sources (section II).

�. Table 1, in the statistical annex describes the different sources and methods of data collection on the disabled in Greece.

�. Which is the only official source with available statistical data. 



Μέντορας



Characteristics of the People with Disabilities in Greece

D. BALOURDOS,  M CHRYSAKIS, S. SOULIS, Y. YFANTOPOYLOS



�PAGE  �140�





�PAGE  �161�












