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Greek Lower Secondary School Dropouts: Results
from a National Study

sStamatis Paleocrassas, Panayiotis Rousseas, Vassilia Vretakou

Ougntitative and qualitative dafa are uxed fo com-
pare the recemt drop-ont rales in Greek secondary
edncelion witl the sitealion ten yeéars previngsly,
ard to examine the factors contribuiing to thix
drop-out. The authors sugpest thof the principle
reasens for drop-cut lie in low school achicvesent
coupled with ecopmriis or danestle demands within
the family. Unitke mary Western Enropean OFuR-
trigs, little asyociation was fowed between dropping-
ot of sefrool and aptisoctal beliariour,

Eecent statistical data indicate that morz than 15% of
Furope’s population is coonomically and socially
marginalizod. The cnrmesponding rate for voung peo-
ple is muech higher!, Marginalization and social
exclnsion, which follows closely, are hoth attrbuted
o unempleyment?,  Those who are excluded from
participation in the laboar market arc at the same
time cxcluded from other forms of social purtcipa-
tion, because emploviment, o addition mproviding
the: miewns fur a liviog, constities the main vehicle o
socigl integration.

Io most (il oot all) developed countrics of the
Euoropean Tnion, uncraployment is bighly correluted
to the education level, I has besa found that a high
education level mitmizes eniployabilicy?, because it
decides Tutore taining opporanitics and the quality
level of these opportunitics as well.

The direct correlabion between onemplovment and
education level haz been documenied in the devel-
oped countriss mainly over the last reo decades, in
which time profound cconemic and technologicul
ehanges have cansed dramatic shifts in the global
lubour market, Enferprises, in their sttugele o main-
tadn & competitive cdge in the rapidly changing alob-
il markets, make henader use of flexible employment
stractures.  Morcover, they seek highly qualified
craplovess, who are uble 1o adjusl quickly amd are
eager (i oprave their performansee throughout cheir
warking lifed.

Presemly, ke parclicipation of uaskilled and semi-
skilled weorkers has decreased in developed couniries
tfrom 40% to 25%. On the vther band parlicipation
of higher education graduates has risen from 10% o
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2%, The trend s expected o conlinus in this direc-
tivn®, According Lo forecasls, the demand Tar
paskilled workers will be reduced dramarically in the
near fumret,

I'he reflection of thess develupments o school
Uropoul samployment will be eritical, hecanse while
coimpiilzory cducation gradoares aleays have access
tor vocutionul edvcation and lwining oppurlunlies,
there 15 very little provisien fee the deopouts.
Dropeul cales 10 the Eoropean Uhiion ane far from
being insignificant. Chi average, they approach the
10 Jewel, To addition, 20% of the young people in
the age group of 16-24 vears have never received a
vieational adwearinn or vocational treining gualifica-
rinn after finishing compulsory schooling, About 20
millinn school-age voung people in the European
Unien lack minimum cducation crodentials®. The
impact of this statistic is manifested in the White
Fuper for Education wwd Traoiog, ioowhich the con
frontanon of social exeinsion of young people mkes
first priarity and becomes ame of the EUTs maose
imperant goals2.

In this paper we present the results of a national sur-
vew nn the dropoat rate in the Cresk lower secondary
sehwol, which together with the sig-year primary
schoel constine the compisary education eycle. In
doing snowe start with a review of the socio-sduca-
tinnal comtisst, next we describe the reseasch melsod,
snd contioue with he preseotation of Qe quantitaive
and qualitative resulrs, and some discussion.

The soncin-educational condext

In Girepce, twenty years have pussed since the instiiu-
tianalization of e Q-vear compilsory general educa-
tinn (6 years in primary school followed by 2 owears
in Crymnasiom), During tes wme e dropoul male i
the Grymmoasium (Jower secondary school) as been
steadily deceeasing, Wevertheless, a large mamber of
voung people cither dom’s appesr in the A grade of
the Gymnusium, following raduation from primary
egdacation, or they enrnll but drop out some ime
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before completing their Gymnasium studies.

The educarion system provides no alternatives
returning dropouts, since the Gymnasinm-leaving
cortiticate is the minimum preregquisite for emelling
in formal vocatonsl (rainne coueses,  Chi the other
hand, for those whe manage o ger & joh, atcnding
and completing 4 rraining course is the only meuns o
cartify their competences.

The dizadvantages [ur Greek deopouts seem to have
become greater than ever hefore, because they ure
called upom to compee for g job in g labour market
which 15 being greply influenced by the impact of
post-indusirial developments (ic. greater implemen-
tatinn of new technologies, rlobalizalion of
coonamics, re-structuring of corparatioos ete ), This,
of courie, seems o be the cuse in wll BL countries®,
1o thox perspeciive the Lirnmlfg, heing less qualified,
are expected to be a mismatch in the new setting.

Employment s on the decling in the truditionully
strong sectors of the Greek econemy. Le. aerioulure,
manufscturing and constouctivg, whete e least edu-
cated #nd untrwined labour is [owod, Cuo the other
hand, there 35 an expansivn of employienl oppocts
nities i the servives sector (IOUrisn, commanica-
fens, ranspert. wsuiance, health efe.) for halders of
tertiory education degrees', Apother noticable
developient is thar in Greeee many lovw-seats jobs
arg gradually taken on by fereign workers (mudnly
Alhanians), who, lving illegally in the couniry,
accept lesy thun minimum wages!'! and compets

with the Greek unskilled labour

Untl recently, those without the Gymoasium leaving
cerlilicate have had zome chanca of heing employed,
cither in amall family enterprises (Le. restauraols,
procery stores, lmme ele. ) and s craflsman’s assis
tants (Le. plumbers, eleciricians #ic.d ar in nzkilled
jabs, This is the main reason why this caccgory of
young people docs not appeur o have the wors]
unemplovment record. Actually, statistics show that
they have @ relatively bow uneinplovment eaie, when
compared L thuse whe hold a lyceum (upper see-
ondary educaon) leaving cenificnle!'?, wod o woem
ployment e which is (L8 of the highly educared
peaple’d, However, a reversing trend is anticipated
i fhe [oresesable fumra!+,

The growing necd to rationalize the Greck sconomy
is pearing il wwards remarkable changes, which in
furn are expected o affect the soucture of the labour
murket drastically, L s arpued that in the vedars o
come e yndereducared and onqualified youngsters,
cven if they dn manage t et some temporurny jub,
will tace the dunger of unemploymenl aid subse-
guent social marginalization.
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Survey on gymoasium doepouls
Thy meilod

Tn viess of the context which was just described, the
CGireck  Organization for Wocationel Edwcution andd
Training, commizsioned @ research eany from (he
Pedagopical Tostitgte o earry out a national survey
focusing on the training needs of lower secondary
education dropeums™. Thiz suevey commenced in
1994 and was condacred in twn phascs.

In the Drst phise g cepsos was carried our ifrom May
through Septembar 19%4) o estublish the
Chymnasium dropout rute. The method wsed was the
“coher dropoul approsch”. With this method, which
uses school administration files fo record the
progress of an entering cohort through to praduntion
or non-completion. it 15 possible o compare the
numiber of students vl encoll in the Gympasiom in
i partivulur vear with Qe oumber of graduates three
wears later, Tn this survey, dara for three cohort
batches were collecred from all 1h41 (rreck
Crymnagia (pupils enrolled in Gymnusium for the
schonl wears 19RT/HE, TURQM, 100142,

In the second phase, structured inerviews wens ci-
ricd ot with dropoals Lo exane the Gactors inflo
enoing their decision o terminate teir schaoling
premaiveely. From December | 994 through June
1995, ninety intervigwers asked o nationwide repre-
sentative sample of 1450 dropouts {aged 15 w L7,
Crom the coboel 199142} 2 variety of gquestions con-
cerming =chool allendance, educational attainment,
and work involvement during the school wemos and
ufter dropping vul, their occupatonal aspiratinns and
[lans, and their training needs.

The first phose: the gymnasiom dropont rate

Grymnasium dropout ratzs show an overwll decline
from 12.6% {coborl 1987788} 10 9.0% (cahart
198102006 CTable 13, This decrense 1s more stiking
when the dropout tales are compared with corre
sponding findings of @ survey (using the same
method) carried out o the sarly edrhies', 1 s clear
from this campariscen that in the last decade the
Cryrnasium dropout rate has decressed significuntly
aimost by half (Table 2. This [nding may be
weoribed

+ lhe improved accessability of educational and
necupational information by individuals, even in
remote ureas of the counlry

* the raising of the edocation level of the (reek pop-
ulation in the lust decads

* ihe increase e averge economic level of the
Cireek fanoly 15
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Cohort Enralled Gruduated Dl Mot i:nmplul{:
Enrollment
Date
N & N o N g
1967/HE 140A%90 10 122,056 740 17731 1260
TURS b | 30,261 [EH1 123,175 REAS GG 4 B
R 40,558 [ o T G040 1350 UG

Tahle 1: Gymuoasium dropout dain

Half the schnol leavers do not cven show in the
Gymnasiuos A grade (Luropean Tth arude)”, while
the rest deop out et in the A pmade (the majority
ar in the B prade iFuropean 8th grade) as well. Tn
the € arude (Buropean 9th grade) the dropoul rate is
negligible (Figars 1),

The dropout rate of males is higher than thar of
females [males: [1%; fomales: B% {cohort
(9oL,

Colort enrollment date Dropaout
rate (%%
19RE] 1450
[OH182 2270
TURLED 1760
19R7/RE [ 240
[ SR 155
(40152 0l

* Draty ks on Drettaka {19933

Table 2: Longitudinal data on gymnousinm
drupeuif rate

Dilferences were pronounced amang the regional
diztricts, ameng the prefscienes and wmong the
(iymoasia, The rates were much higher in Thrace
and in the Telands (Figure 210 1o the former case the
bigh rates are muinly o he found in neal arews sod
arc atributed mainly to pupils of the muslim mner

ty. In he Tarter case (Asgean islands, loni) islands.,
Crete) dropping our nf school i mainly inked with
carly entrance into the lusism tabour maket, The
brouder metropelilin area {Athens] had the Inwest
e, Om the other hand, this areq, dus fo i lrge
populution size, has the gmeatest number of dropouts
[absolute frequency],
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The dropout rae in reral areas (populiation less Lan
000 proveed (o be higher thun that of urbun areas
ipopulaten greaccr thun 10,0000 Only insignificant
dllerences have besy fovnd hetween rusal and semi-
roral arcas [pupulation hetween 2000 and 10,000}
(Figure 3).

Tn the carly 90+'s, the overall dropeut rate in the 9

year compulsory education cyele (Primury school
and Gymnasiom) is estimated to he aboul 12%. This
culculation fakes inte consideration the Gymonasium
dropout rare of the thres surveyed cohorts, 25 well us
relalive statistical dora from the Ministry of
Education for Primary schoels 29 I ome accepts this
pate {1250 as the averags over the lusl decade, it cun
be catimuted that mere thun 170,000 voung peuepls,
aged 12-21 years, have nod [inished the Ueyelr con-
pulsury education cycle,

The seeond phase: qualitutive resulis

The findings derived from Lhe interviews shuw the
followdne *1;

The gymnasium-leavers come mainly fom farnilies
af 3 very low socieeconomic snd edocational level.
Tn addition they also face problems dus to sickness,
diverved parents, one or both parenes decensed, efe.

Ahoul Ralf of the vounpsiers were wurking at the
sarme e they were aiending school. ITalf of them
were oceupied in small family enterprises, the other
half were Telping ar horme,

The most imporiant eeason for leaviog school, was
learning dilficuliies, mainly in Mathematics, Poreian
Languuges and Physics. Seven yoongsters uut of the
ten who showed up wl grade A, had o repeat a grade
one or more [imes hefore dropping o,

Abonr half af the dropnots hive megpretied not finish-
ing the Gymnasiom. And this is because must of
them have heeome aware of the uselulness and
necessity of the leaving certificate in the world of
work, They have realized thal withour hoth relevint
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FIG. 1: Dropout rates by school grade
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FIG. 4: Dropout rates in compulsory education (EU
countries)
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Seuerve: Room e al (1994

skills and fomnal vocational qualifications, they [oe
the danger of beiog unemployed,

Seven youngsters ent of ten worked stter abandoning
the Gymnasium, mainly a5 assistunt-labourer, i (Je
[ullewing occupational fields: construction, agricul
ture, wutomaobile maintenuoce and other services.
The highes! [requencics appear [or the occuparions
of furmer, saleaman, waller, curpenter, mason, aoto-
mobile mechunic, snimal-breeder, car hody repairer
und hair-dresser,

The mujority of the working youngsrers {mere than
six ont of len) have permanent emplovment and
appear tn have reached oooupational stabilite. Aot
balf of them declire that they are salisfied with their
work.  As they themselves mention, their job saris
[wetion is linked ot vnoly to the money they eam, hur
alan te the self-confidence and self-csteem generted
by employment, These are feelings which contrast
with their negarive school experiences, Eight WIMME-
stefs oul of ten were non insured in cheir work, but
these are mainly working in lamily-enterprises,

All the dropouts have Lille or no aceess 1@ education-
al and vocatiooal information and complain shoot (e
inability of the state (school, Ministry of Labour cte.)
t inforn them properly,

Aboul beo youngsters out of three decided on their
futiee eecupation with the help of information drawn
mainly from the fumily enviromnent, Their voca-
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tienal aspirutions aim ar oceuputions in the following
cateporics: ar, pulometive, consiruction und textiles,
The highest frequeicies uppear for the jubs of hair-
dresser, automnbile-mechanic, drossmaker, GlEpETLET
und plumber, Seven youngsters out of ten fink (leir
vocationdl aspirutions to the pocuputional stare snd
Stz of the self-employed,

Mure than eight oul of the ten dropouls wish to
attend special vocartional educution courses specific
to- oeeupations in line with their vocational aspira-
Lons.

The youngsters in sl areqs, in contrast th hose in
urban areas, huve less educated parents, many of
wham are farmers and animal-bresders.  However,
their famnilies have fewer problems and mast own
their house, They huve attended schools (primary
ad lower secondary) Incated relatively Tar AUy
frem their hormes and as pupils had  greter imvolve-
ment with waork (mainly in their family enterprizes),

Cuntrary o what s reported in ather countrics=Z,
Greece hus not found - with very fow cxceptions -
cass Of youngsiers with anti-sncial behavioar, hoth
during school lifz and after leaving school, The Fuct
that a Targe nwmber of deopouts are involved in work
underlings mosily (heir pressing need i secure a liv-
ing, i need which, when il iz combined with their
low school schievement, forces them to drop out of
sehool. Alse, if points o a reality, in which most of
these youngsters find themmselves under the jofluence
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nf & strang socializang Toree (s of weork).

Uzing the Liodings derived Fram the interviess, unid
the interviewsrs” reponed comiments, it is posstble 10
characterise. in 4 summuotive muooer, the Greek
Tewer secondery schucl deopouts 45

= Pupals (woainly his) who leave schook W belp theis
pirreils (af work or achamel.

« Prpils tmainly boys) who leave school in order m
et a jub and help the family to avereome pressing
Dol prokles,

o CGairls, whe wspully sl al beone and replace their
working mother in keeping the hnuse and looking
whter thear voungze brothers and sistors,

+ Pupils whose parcnes (rainly the futhery, beciuse
nf anseere und riewd morals. believe thar ‘ioday’s
schocls have decaved and prepace pupils tor nothog
ol but delinguency’. According o thase long-held
perieptions “the prsinen of the duvghter 15 m e
home wndl sle mosr marry carly betore she goes
gstispe " The son, on the other hand, “ooost enter the
Tahear market s early ws possible, before he starts
bupwaing arcund and before B a2z invelved with
bad company and dries”

s Pupils whi decide L leavs schiol on fzie own
rnften wprwinsl therr pueots’ wishes), heenise they
comsider schoel o wasie of time and - becunse hey
il o earn their o ving.

« (7irls who are marmisd and wbeady bave had their
first child.

o Pupils with Gamile profams (orphans. divoroe)
perentsi, whe abandon school either beoanse they
wish o work culside the howse ar ar hnme (che girls),
ur bevause (heie family peoblern has intueoced there
attitucda eoevurds schoul,

Final remmarks

The averare dropoul cale o the Greek compalsory
cducation vrele s vear the average rate in Lhe
Faropean Univn Figore 3% Yer, when linking this
seeminely sood stalisle 10 e sorions demagmaphic
problem of Gresce, thers s an wnploasant realite. 1
g vwvmley whers the birthrate-indes has Tallen Lo
{45, wirh rhe critical limit beiog 2%, abwouw 130K
vourg people eadl the wducation sysom cach yoar
without any lorioa! gualifcaions and with Tmited
prosmecls [ur pruper jebs,

O thie etier hand, 2 i eocouriging the mnst Greck
Crernmasa dlrapunns nld some som of @ job and o
et exhibit antisocial behaviour. Muore impatantly,
most of theen are svare of their limited occupatdanal
preepects and s cager w0 amend special vocalirel
edication and Taining courses in urder o improve
thomzeves.
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